Date

Dear Mayor Silva and Barstow Council Members,

I am writing to express my strong support for the BNSF Barstow International Gateway (BIG) Project. This project represents a tremendous opportunity for Barstow—one that will create thousands of jobs and give our young people countless reasons to build their futures right here at home.

The railroad has always been an integral part of Barstow’s history, with many of our early residents coming here to work for Santa Fe. The new state-of-the-art BIG facility is a $4 billion investment in our community that will carry that legacy forward, attracting a new generation of workers and their families while reinforcing Barstow’s role as a vital hub of commerce and industry.

In addition to job creation, this project will generate significant economic growth, stimulate local businesses, and increase tax revenue to support essential services such as our schools, police, and fire departments.

[Add your own personal reasons for supporting the project or choose from some of the attached support points.]

The BNSF BIG Project is a transformational project — it’s the right fit for our community’s future. I respectfully encourage the Barstow City Council to approve this project.

Sincerely,



To customize your letter of support, pick from the following areas.
· Job creation & economic stimulus
· The BNSF BIG Project is a boon for job creation and economic stimulus. While Barstow has experienced flat growth for many decades (both economic growth but also population growth), BNSF’s BIG Project will help Barstow attract more investment and diversify beyond its current industries. The project is expected to generate approximately 20,000 direct and indirect jobs in the region. 

· Regional/logistics advantage
· The BNSF’s BIG Project will minimize future supply chain nightmares like the massive global disruptions to the flow of goods that started in 2020 and lasted into 2022–2023. With Barstow’s strategic location -- at the junction of major rail lines and highways in the High Desert region -- the BIG Project will improve supply-chain fluidity: moving goods faster, more efficiently, with fewer transload steps and less reliance on trucks. For Barstow this means: more freight activity, more business for ancillary services (maintenance, logistics support, warehousing, transportation). By strengthening Barstow’s role in national supply chains (and reducing reliance on trucking/road bottlenecks), the City of Barstow will enjoy more stable economic prospects. 

· Environmental and traffic-relief benefits
· By shifting freight from trucks to rail, the BNSF BIG Project will reduce truck traffic on freeways (particularly in Southern California and the Inland Empire). This means less downstream truck-traffic impact in neighboring congested areas improving air quality regionally. BNSF will be using “zero- and near-zero-emission cargo-handling equipment” at the facility, helping with environmental impact. 




· Community and urban development
· I appreciate the Barstow City Council’s foresight by updating the city’s General Plan & specific plan for the BIG project region (annexation of lands, zoning, infrastructure upgrades) to support the expected growth. With such a major facility, Barstow anticipates growth in housing, retail, services, and city infrastructure to accommodate new workers and residents. I also appreciate BNSF’s community approach to this project – holding more than a dozen workshops with Barstow-area stakeholders to capture local priorities (schools, housing, healthcare, small business and others).

· Real estate industry
· With the generation of thousands of direct and indirect jobs in the High Desert region created by BNSF’s BIG Project, we can expect more people earning better incomes and spending locally, resulting in increased demand for housing and services. Higher employment tends to trigger increased housing demand, which can support price appreciation and rental growth. In addition to boosted values for both owner‐occupied and rental housing, the project’s presence encourages ancillary investment: e.g., roads, utilities, community services (parks, retail, medical). Those improve the overall attractiveness of the area. With improved infrastructure and amenities, the community will have improved livability, which can raise property values or widen the appeal of the area to more buyers. And finally, a stable/strong economy tends to support more sustainable real-estate markets rather than boom-and-bust.



· Education and workforce development 

· The BIG project is expected to generate greater economic activity in Barstow (higher employment, more families moving into the region, more commercial development). With more residents and increased economic vitality, local school districts may see improved tax receipts (either directly via property taxes, developer fees, or indirectly via stronger local economy) which can help school infrastructure, programs, and facilities. More funding could help build new school facilities, upgrade technology, add extra programs, reduce teacher shortages, or add new schools anticipating population growth.

BNSF has already been working with Barstow Community College (BCC) to create training programs aligned with BNSF’s needs (e.g., a welding certification program and The Warehousing and Logistics Program). These workforce development opportunities will raise awareness among students that there are locally accessible “good jobs” without needing to relocate far away. Local schools will benefit by better aligning curricula with regional economic opportunity—raising engagement, motivation, and post-graduation pathways.

.
· Healthcare/Medical services 

· The BNSF BIG Project will bring more people to the community, resulting in an increased need for medical services. More residents and workers result in an increased demand for primary care, specialty care, urgent care, mental health, and preventive services — which can justify expansion of healthcare infrastructure in Barstow. With more economic opportunity and improved community amenities (housing, retail, services) linked to BIG, Barstow will become more attractive for physicians, specialists, allied health providers and medical technicians. Barstow is in a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) as designated by the federal agency Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). Expanded healthcare staffing can reduce local shortages and improve access.
